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b-busi nesspart ners m akesf irsti nvest m ent
Largesti nvest m enti n European B2B st art -up t o dat e.

Stockhol m ,M arch 29 th,2000 – b-busi nesspart ners , therecent ly f orm ed venturecapi tal
com pany,t oday announced i tsf irsti nvest m enti n Surplex.com ,ofDüssel dorf,Ger m any.
Surplex.com isEurope’ sl eadi ng B2B Internetexchangef orsur plusasset sand excess
invent ory.

“W earevery exci ted aboutt hisi nvest m entcom i ng so soon af terourl aunch,”sai d Börje
Ekhol m ,Chai rm an,b-busi nesspart ners . “W eseeSur plex.com asaterrificexam pl eofhow
theInternetcan t ransf orm thew ay busi nessesoper ate.”

Joi ning b-busi nesspart ners in the €18 m illion round off inanci ng was G R P(G lobalRet ai l
Partners),avent urecapi talf irm special ized i n ear ly el ect roni ccom m ercei nvest m ents,and
Vivent ures ,aFr ench vent urecapi talf und sponsor ed by t heVivendiGr oup.

Bruno Schi ck,CEO of Surpl ex.com , sai d:“ G R P, b-busi ness part ners and Vivent ures are
idealpar tners with whom we willbe abl e to grow our busi ness i nternational ly as wel las
provi ding uswi th thei ndust ry exper tisei n ourkey m ar ket s.”

b-busi nesspart ners, (www.b-busi nesspar tners.com)wi th acapi talbaseof €1 bi llion,was
founded by I nvest orAB,A BB,SEB,Ast raZeneca,At lasCopco,El ect rolux,Saab
(aerospace) ,Sandvi k,St oraEnso and W M -data. b-busi nesspart ners aim sto fost ernew
leader si n Europe’ sf astexpandi ng B2B m arketand wi llbui ld broaderbusi nessr elationshi ps
between both thei rpar tnerand por tfol io com pani es.Them em bercom pani esi n b-busi ness
part ners gai n bot h from thei rf inanci alr eturnson i nvest m entasw el lasf rom collabor ation on
new Internetbusi nessappl icat ions.

Founded i n Septem ber1999, Surpl ex.com AG regi sters250, 000 W ebsitehi tseach w eek and
cur rently of fersm achinesand ar ticl esworth DM 750 M illion. Surpl ex.com
(www.sur plex.com)cur rently em ploys50 peopl eand hasof ficesi n Düssel dorf,M uni ch,
Berlin,London and W ar saw.
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